His tragic fate -along with that of his wife Liu Xia 刘霞, who has spent years under house arrest despite never being charged with any crime -is a harsh reminder of Beijing's stance on human rights. In the post-Mao age, the People's Republic of China (PRC) has consistently answered international criticism about its human rights abuses by insisting that the 'universalist' definition of human rights is a Western construct.
In view of its own cultural tradition and developmental trajectory, the PRC has upheld the view that the realisation of economic and social rights, the right to development in particular, is of primary importance.
In the official worldview of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), it is not a violation of human rights to deny basic civil and political liberties to its The example of Liu Xiaobo also illustrates how, despite having an increasingly sophisticated legal system, the PRC, like other authoritarian regimes, is apt to use its laws and the loopholes therein to incriminate and eliminate political enemies. Criminal charges of 'inciting subversion of state power' and 'subversion of state power' are often invoked against individuals who allegedly challenge state security, social stability, and the political status quo. All the while, the PRC denies that it has political prisoners in its jails, insisting that people like Liu Xiaobo are just criminals. At the same time, his widow Liu Xia's experience is testimony to the existence of a dual system, whereby the law applies in 'ordinary' cases but not in those circumstances that the authorities consider politically sensitive.
Liu Xiaobo's death and the reaction to it by the international community testify to the increasingly prominent role that China plays in shaping human rights discourse within a divided international community. This essay analyses the mechanisms of the three main, and largely comple- vanished not long after going up in Sydney University's Graffiti Tunnel. During my interview with him, Badiucao expressed concern at the many ways that China is extending its power overseas, including in universities, where slurs such as 'racist' and 'anti-China' help to silence and control debate and criticism. He believes that social isolation makes Chinese students especially vulnerable to manipulation, and would like to see more social 'inclusion'
as inoculation against a radical patriotism.
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Badiucao does not sound paranoid when he says that Chinese agents and Internet sleuths are working hard to uncover his true identity: 'I have been warned they are getting close'. They have trolled him relentlessly on social media from his first appearances on Weibo -a platform from which he's now banned. Learning that he had studied to be a teacher, they fabricated stories about improper behaviour around children and created a fake website, badiucao.net, filled with slanderous content. (By August 2017, the fake site appeared to have been taken down.) Although an Australian citizen, he is worried enough about his job, personal safety, and family that he lives a double life -never making a public appearance without a mask of some kind. Until China itself becomes democratic and free, he says, the mask stays on. In a clip recorded at the trial, most probably filmed under duress, Mr Lee said that he had 'no objection' to the charges of 'attacking Chinese society and encouraging multi-party rule' and 'inciting others to subvert state power'. They were similar to the charges against Liu Xiaobo. Xiaobo's death, she disappeared once again, and her friends were unable to contact her, despite official claims that she was 'free'. 14 She appeared in a YouTube video (in which the name of the filmmaker, as well as the place and date of filming were not specified) saying that she was mourning Liu Xiaobo's passing outside Beijing; she apparently returned home only a month or so later. 
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A Chilling Effect
Human rights lawyers and activists who have been harassed or ill-treated are warned or prevented from speaking out or writing about their ordeal. 
